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SACE and the Research Project
• SACE (South Australian Certificate of Education) is the 

secondary school certificate completed by most 
students in South Australia.

• Research Project is a subject within Stage 2 SACE. 
Stage 2 subjects are usually studied in Year 12.

• At Brighton Secondary School, we aim for our students 
to complete Research Project in Year 11, so they can 
focus on their subjects of choice in Year 12. 

• Students need to achieve an overall grade of C- or 
better to be successful in this subject and achieve their 
SACE.



Process



What can Research Project look like?
Academic Project Creative Project Community Project

Students undertake personal and
deep learning about a topic of
interest and report on their
findings

Students undertake a creative or
artistic work to improve their skills
or express themselves

Students undertake action in their
community to explore and
improve an issue that affects
others

Examples:
• To what extent can Australia reduce its 

ecological footprint through innovations 
in vehicle design?

• How can the impacts of sonic pollution 
on coastal ecosystems be mitigated 
through community awareness?

Examples:
• How can ergonomics improve 

performance in competitive gaming 
through keyboard design?

• Can graffiti and street art be used to tell 
narratives of oppression in urban 
communities across the globe?

Examples:
• What specific design features would 

enable people affected by dementia to 
participate in community gardening?

• How can young women secure funding 
for their local sports teams to improve 
their club facilities? 



Research 
Project 
Assignments

Assignment 1 – Folio 30%
Completed by the end of Term 2
Grade awarded by teacher

Assignment 2 – Outcome 40%
Completed by mid Term 3
Grade awarded by teacher

Assignment 3 – Evaluation 30%
Completed by start of Term 4
Grade awarded by SACE



What does success look like?
• Cross-Disciplinary subjects, like Research Project, are framed using Solo Taxonomy.
• This is a way of thinking about how a student presents and discusses their ideas.

Grade: E Grade: C Grade: A



How is Research Project 
assessed?• All SACE subjects are assessed with Performance Standards.

• Performance Standards are a rubric (grid) developed by SACE that explain what is 
achievement at each grade level.

Folio: 
P1, P2, D1, D2, D3, D4

Outcome: 
S1, S2, S3

Evaluation: 
E1, E2, E3, S3



What we offer to support
• Research Practices course to support Research Project
• Timetabling into RP classes that don’t clash with VET

• Possibility of a VET student RP class
• Lunchtime and after-school study sessions
• Learning Support sessions for students with identified or diagnosed learning challenges

What we need from students and 
families
• Attendance and participation in class
• Drafting of assignments
• Communication from students if they need help
• Communication from home if circumstances change
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